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Word classes

Linguists group the words of a language into classes
(sets) which show similar syntactic behavior, and often a
typical semantic type. These word classes are otherwise
called syntactic or grammatical categories, but more
commonly still by the traditional name parts of speech
(POS). Three important parts of speech are noun, verb,
and adjective. . . . The most basic test for words
belonging to the same class is the substitution test.
Adjectives can be picked out as words that occur in the
frame:

The


sad

intelligent
green
fat
. . .

 one is in the corner

Manning and Schütze, Foundations of Statistical NLP, pg 81
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Nouns and adjectives

Nouns can be used attributively:

There is of course nothing new in putting a noun to this
use when no convenient adjective is available; examples
abound in everyday speech—government department,
nursery school, television set, test match, and
innumerable others. H.W. Fowler, Modern English Usage

Adjectives can be used substantively:

Do not let the perfect be the enemy of the good.
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Computed word classes

Brown et al, “Class-Based n-gram Models of Natural Language”
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Computed word classes

Brown et al, “Class-Based n-gram Models of Natural Language”
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Finite state machines

CSCI 394 Lexical classes and HMMs



Finite state machines
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