
What is the probability that a search miss will require i probes?
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How likely is it that position h(k) is filled? n
m .

How likely is it that position h(k) + 1 is filled? Seems like n−1
m−1 .



The probability that a search miss will require at least i probes is
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Where does the inequality come from? Observe that
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So, the expected number of probes is a weighted average of all
possible number of probes:
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